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Womens Rights in Ancient Eastern Laws

Diab Mohamed Sabry Abd elhalem
Department Of Philosophy And History Of Law, Faculty of law,
Assiut University, Assiut, Egypt.
E-mail: diabsabry099@gmail.com
Abstract:

Women in the ancient East , especially in ancient Egypt and
Mesopotamia , enjoyed a range of rights that reflected their social ,
economic , and legal status in those eras . Although these rights
varied from one society to another depending on political , religious
, and economic factors , in ancient Egypt , legal texts , inscriptions ,
and documents showed that women enjoyed relatively broad rights ,
such as the right to own property ,inherit , enter into contracts ,
participate in economic as for activities , and even litigate in courts .
Mesopotamia , the codified laws , primarily the code of Hammurabi
, indicated that women were protected by a set of legal texts that
regulated matters of marriage , divorce , and inheritance , but at the
same time , they were subject to social and legal restrictions that
reflected the patriarchal nature of the society . The results also
showed that the rights of women in both societies were not isolated
Religious from historical circumstances . factors played a role in
shaping the image and status of women , and economic and political
circumstances also contributed to expanding it is or narrowing the
scope of these rights . noted that women from the upper classes
enjoyed broader opportunities compared to women from the lower
classes , whether in the economic , social , or legal fields .

Keywords: Rights, Women , In, The , Ancient East.
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Oxford University Press, 2002, p. 196.
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